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Burnt Corn. County Road 5 is a modern sec-
tion of the Old Federal Road and divides the 
town between Monroe County to west and 
Conecuh county to the east. This is part of 
the early trading path from the Upper Creek 
Towns to Mobile and Pensacola. 

Anderson’s Stage Stop is the only remaining 
structure from the days of the Old Federal 
Road. It was built in the early 1840s and oc-
cupied until the early 1950s.

Bartram Trail 
historical marker on 
Shirling Lake Road in 
Butler County.

The Old Federal Road is 
marked along the Monroe-
Conecuh county line with 
these directional signs.

Anderson’s

Other sites
• Fort Dale was built in 1818 for defense of local settlers 
against attack in the aftermath of the murders of the Stroud 
and Ogle families.

• Holley’s Store (site) was built around 1818 and was the first 
merchantile establishment in the area. 

• Middleton Cemetery was established about 1816. Elizabeth 
Stroud, who was slain in the Ogle Massacre in 1818, is buried 
here.

• Pine Barren Spring has been a landmark on maps since colo-
nial times.

• James Salter was a Revolutionary War veteran who received 
bounty land in Alabama but was not able to take possession 
until 1816. He was a member of the legislature in the 1820s. 
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The Bartram Trail Conference is 
pleased to announce the 2018 

Fothergill Research Award winners. 
The award is named for Dr. John 
Fothergill, William Bartram’s long-
time patron and supporter. Each year, 
one or more fellowships of $500 are 
awarded to an advanced graduate stu-
dent or recent PhD recipient whose 
research promises to lead to a publi-
cation, book, article, dissertation, or 
other substantive product in studies 
related to William Bartram. 

“Analysis of Genetic Diversity and 
Mutation Breeding for Restoration 
of Franklinia alatamaha”
Heather Gladfelter
PhD Candidate in Horticulture, Uni-
versity of Georgia 

The exquisite ornamental charac-
teristics of Franklinia alatamaha, 

along with its intriguing botanical 
history and discovery by the Bartrams, 
have made it a coveted tree in land-

2018 Fothergill Awards
scapes, botanical gardens, arboretums, 
and private ornamental collections. 
However, it is now extinct in its native 
range largely because of the introduc-
tion of the non-native plant pathogen 
Phytophthora cinammoni, a root-rot 
fungus. For Franklinia to ever be re-
introduced successfully into its former 
range and into regions where Phy-
tophthora now occurs, plants must be 
resistant to the disease. It is important 
to determine whether any genetic di-
versity conferring resistance exists in 
the cultivated populations worldwide. 
Identifying existing genetic variation 
in existing plants or producing new 
genetic variation in the laboratory 
could overcome genetic bottlenecks 
that might otherwise keep Franklinia 
forever extinct in the wild. I will be 
collecting leaf tissue and/or seeds in 
the Philadelphia region this summer 
for my genetic diversity project. I also 
will be seeking Franklinia leaves or 
seed  from botanical gardens, private 
collections, and arboretums in Europe 
and elsewhere in the world. 

“Curious Species: How Animals 
Made Natural History, 1700–1820”

Whitney Barlow Robles
PhD Candidate (ABD), American 
Studies, Harvard University

My dissertation uncovers the for-
mative role that animals and 

specimens played in eighteenth-cen-
tury natural history in the Americas. 
While previous studies emphasize 
the human activities of natural his-
tory, my project flips the script by 
making corals, rattlesnakes, fish, and 
raccoons its protagonists. I applied 
for the Fothergill Research Award 
to support several chapters of this 
dissertation—and in particular my 

chapter on rattlesnakes—that engage 
with the writings and artworks of 
William Bartram and the creatures he 
encountered. Both William and John 
Bartram deeply engaged with, stud-
ied, and cared for rattlesnakes during 
their lives, providing a key window 
into affective relationships between 
these snakes and people. Whereas ex-
isting scholarship on rattlesnakes has 
largely considered their symbolic role 
in the iconography of Revolutionary 
America, I argue that uncovering the 
worlds of the snakes as historical ac-
tors reveals a quite different story—
one centered on irrevocable loss, and 
an uneasy coexistence of imagery and 
experience. I expect the project will 
contribute to debates on the produc-
tion of knowledge by examining how 
naturalists interacted with and were 
often confounded by the objects of 
their study.

Heather Gladfelter Whitney Robles

Franklinia alatamaha

John Fothergill, 1712–80

William Bartram’s drawing of a rattlesnake
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Bartram Trail Conference Board 
2018–2020

President, T. R. Henderson
Vice President, Sam Carr
Treasurers, Ken & Janice Mahaffey
Interim Secretary, Chuck Spornick
Board Members: 
Brad Sanders (Membership Chair), 
Dorinda Dallmeyer (Newsletter 
Editor), Joel Fry, Kathryn Braund, 
Matt Jennings

William Bartram landing on 
the Antarctic continent in 
January at Argentina's Brown 
Research Base.

The Bartram Trail Conference, Inc., founded in 1976, has 
sought to identify and mark Bartram’s southern journey and 
works to promote interest in developing recreational trails 
and botanical gardens along the route. The BTC also seeks 

to encourage the study, preservation and interpretation of the 
William Bartram heritage at both cultural and natural sites in 

Bartram Trail states.



Name:  ___________________________________Phone: ( ) __________________
Address:  ____________________________________________________________
    ______________________________________________________________
E-Mail address:  ______________________________________________________

Primary Areas of Interest in the Bartram Trail:(try to be specific about 
geographic locations and activities, i.e., specific Bartram sites, and whether or not you 
like to hike, read, garden, etc.)
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Your dues support our newsletter, web site, Fothergill Fellowship Awards and other Bartram 
Trail Conference projects. 

You may also join online at: 
https://bartramtrailconference.wildapricot.org/page-1655351
All you need is a PayPal account!

Bartram Trail Conference Membership Form
Annual Member Dues 
Please check one.

 Individual $25
 Family $30
 Student $10
 Contributor $50
 Sustainer $100
 Sponsor $250
 Patron $500

Please check one of the choices: 
  I am a new member.
  I am renewing my membership.

Please send payment to:
Bartram Trail Conference
c/o Ken & Janice Mahaffey
477 South U.S. Hwy 17
East Palatka, FL 32131-4097

The Traveller
c/o Brad Sanders
189 Hidden Hills Lane
Athens, GA 30605


